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From: (Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspcotion Divisioa
Tos Oommsndont
Viag Quief, O0ffics of Merchunt inrine Safety

Subj: Porins Noard of Investigeticns firo involving Tug ARTHUR
N, CHRON and tow, Schuylkill River, 18 November 1952,
with loas of 1ife

1. Pusuant to tho provieions of Titls 46 C.F.R, Part 136, the
rocord of the Marine Rourd coavened to investigate smhject casuslty,
together with its Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recommendations,
has been reviewed and is forwarded herewith.

2. 0o 18 Hovembor 1952, during the nighttimo, the motor tug
ARTHUR W, HURRON, 175 g.t., with a loaded mud sces alongeide, was
under vay in the Schuylkill River, =ugaged in local towage, In the
vicinity of Yenkes Point, she evidenily entered into un ares or space
of inflamwahle or comhustidle material which apperently wes ignited b
the flame of an oll lantern on the scow; immediately the tug and tow
becene envelopsd in 2 sea of flame. The weather wes clear and calm
and the tide had just begum to flood, As a result of this casualty
the ARTHUR N, HERRON suffered fire camsge and the following two crew
members loet their lives

Arthur Hilen, Engineer
Donald Worrell, Deckhand

3. The Board made the follow ng Findings of Facts

"1. The tug ARTIUR N, HIRRON sustained damsge to her
Superstruclure shave the main deck as a result of encomterin:
an area of burning metorial in tho Schuylkill River, Phila-
delphis on 18 November 1952 at about 2230 EST, Tvwo crew
mombers of the HURRON were unaccounted for after the fire

and later ons body wes recoveredy the other is i1l missing
and presumed dead,

»2. The ARTHUR N, H:RRCK, Official Mo, 223540, is 2
diesel powersd tug of 175 gross tons, tuilt in 193) and

is uninspected, She is owned snd operatod by the American
Dredging Company of 12 South 12%th Street, Philadelphia, Ps.,
and is customarily employed in dredging opsrations in o
near the Philadelphin waterfront, /4t the time of the
casualty Jemes M. Tayler, 105 Congress ivenue, Qaklyn, ¥, J,,
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vat ‘n comswad of the vessel, MNr. Taylor holds no valid
geman 'y oeriificelis, hut at coo time held a motorboat
operatort!s license thich had expired,

-~

tie son macoth, anc the tide had Just degun to flood, The
tidal ourrents are ot strong in the Schuylikill,

<3, The weaticr b tho time wae clear, light eire und

B The porsoncil who lost thsie lives are as follows:

Arthar Mlea, Morristown, 11, J., Engineer (body recovored)
Tenald konrell, Mt, Dphreim, N, J,, Neckhand

5, The . BTt W, HERRON, #ith a louded, unmanned mud scow
#122 =mude fost 1longside to port, left the Dredge BALTIC at
Point @rwege, !"iiladelphiz, at ebout 2135, 18 Nowember 1952,
Pricr to leuvirg the B/LTIC the HFRRON had delivered 2 light
scow alongside and intended to tow the loaded 7122 to a mooring
at Mootus Crank, On the trip up the river sand agein when shs
left tho BALTIC, tho scows carried open flams lanterns on
aach outboir? cormed as running lights, After the HERRON
squured sway downbound in tha riwer with her tow, she pro-
essded unevaitfully =8 far as a point below the bend at

~ Y.nkec Poin; when ths acting master, who wes at the wheel,
blew the ubistle to call 2 seiman to the sheclhouss,
worrell, wip was in the gelley, answered the call amd
ralisved Tiyler who went below to the galley, He obtained
his coffec und stepped out on ¢sclk on the starboard side
to talk tc the enginser, Milan, At this moment the tug,
without ary varning, was envelipod in a sea of fleme,
Taylor Juecd into the engine 1oom mnd ordercd the engines
stopned, He then ordered them full astern, an order which
was glso rsrrisd out while an sCtept wi.s made to close the
porte ant, doors to Koop out the smoke and fleme, lHe then
ordered the enzines stopped end shouted for sll hands to
Jamp overboard, as he himssli huaded for the stern,

*6,  Paul 3Bugozid, oller, stated that scon after making

his ten o'clock 7ound, he aoticedl a peculiar smell and on
going to a port 10le on the port side wes suddenly con-
fronted with a rll of flame, Er shut the port and retreatsd
to the center vf the engine room where he sncountered Harring-
ton, a deckhanl, in the smoke, *hey obiained life Jackete
and made thelrs way out of the enjjins room aft where they
Joped overhexd, Bugoski remenlisrs seeing the lower part
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Two aaployees cf’ the Gulf Refining Company, ifr, @Dmil

Hessinger of 268 Burvnod Avenue
Samuel S, Horoross, 3rd of 632

were cyswitvesscs to the catire incident
of the acteal start of the fire.

gaged in thoir
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St hee fave oad Hororess bolew Aty thelr attentlon was
Gl a1 suwddon gless Ln e gky. Each ran towsrds
L, roversun siopnlig o sound & Tire wlam, and they
wonabeod Pie miyor beag vhere thoy saw the HERROYN and hor
wps meweds swl An {lamu, Norerosy deseribed the fire, "like
Ve oaep S TygY, hurndng on the surface of the river,
T aloe esidmetd that the buming ares extended from a
poiut about 200 faeh ebove tie Ponrose fivenuc Bridge to a
peinl abeam of the asid dock of the Gulf Refining Cospany,
<nd from nid chennol towarde the westorn bankk, Blessinger
hed looksd et & olack Just before he noted the glow of
fiaw and pleeed the Ume as 2226 or 2227, und thie is
sgddored the nost sccurate timo given of all the witnesses.
et of the nan, assicted by other Gulf. ewployees attructed
tp tho somie, sou the crew of the HeRRON swimmiag for shore
ol holped them from the wstor a8 soon as thoy cems within
weagh "

Thn Souxd wide the fellowing Cornlusionss

“1, The most probable cause of this casusalty was the
preecnee of an inflemmeble substanes at or near the surface
of tho Schuylkil) River end covering an sres of sbout 500
yurds long ty 100 yarde wide in a westerly directlon from
tha center Yine of the chinnel, and extending in a northerly
diregtion from a podnt about 200 fect ncrth of the Ponrose
lgenue Sridge, The moat rrobeble ignlting egent for the
suhstance wis considored to be the two cpen flmme lanterns
carried on the cutboard corners of scow 122,

2. Hona of the surviving witnesses actuslly eaw the
boglanding of the wctive combuwstion, evem though all were
uithin 2 few feet of tie weter surface due to the sige of
the tog, The enly positive witnees, 83 disclosed in the
lavestigation, who might have seen the beginning of the
tire uas the helmsman, Worrell, and he did not swvive,

"3. It iz aleo deduced Zrom tho testimony that the
inflanmuble substance was probahly not on the river sn
2our prior to the caswlty, when the HiRROH transited
the sree with tie same ig,

“%»  The banks of the Schuylicdll River from the mouth
o Point Bresze, Philadelphia provides water access! to

4
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the 71, 2, Navy Yard, the Gulf Refiaing Company at CGirard
23tnt and thp atlmble Bfining Oumpay at Point Breege,
Tisso am 11 on the desterly or Philodelphia side of the
viwe, S the Standiad 011 Corpvmgy has & picr at Harkness
Polnd, neross the river from tho Point Dreege property of
ha A o Bofinin: Compuny. The red:inder of the western
bank to tho =outh i low, owampy u«ad part has been used as
a sumieincd dumpy? Several pipelines, the nroperty of the
Gulf Bafining Oompany, pass andor the river in the ares
under discuseimn, The possible sources of an oll spill

in the tmadiate vicinity were two Gull tankers, the
OULLIDY snd the GULFYING, The hudls of each of

redsons as the wessels at the AtlontAe Docks, that is, the
configuration of the river hanks ond tho distance from the
scanc of the fire, At the U, 5. Havy Yard on the Schuylidill
side, st whorves Oeorge and How, there were several crafi, .
ace2 in ardd some out of commission, Tiwse also were consider-
¢d mlikely ecurces, again on acoount o' the configuration
of y the distancs from the msceus of the fire and
the fact that the tide had been ehbing wntil just before

the cesuslty. tTach agancy having fronte;s on ths river

wus questianed for a possibls source of i oil pateh that
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g, Tho poscdhility that fnel ai) had been spilied from
roud building aschigery on the Femrose Avenud ridge was aleo
coneldered, sime the fire woa only o short distemce above
the bridne, 4/ cloee sorutiny of the antire hridge structuwre
dieclooad 10 evidente of an ¢4l opdll, The foreman in charge
of the road ilding oparaticun stated that no night work wes
dons oo the bridge and due fo dsprodations to his gear, he
rad
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stanes in their eyes or eurs, an wlimost inevitable concomi-
tant of swiwdng in oil polluted wter,

"8. Ropresentetives of the City of Phdladelphis Fire
Departmant and the U, S. Army Corps of Engineers attended
the inveotigntdon and ssch confessed himsel? to be as baffled
a8 the Bourd us to the material that esused the fire or an
explanition for its presence on the river,
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e Cingw lerrell, the helxsaan, and anly poetible sye-
witnoaa i W stars of the fire, dled «o o rofult of this
cbualty; cad oingo the ocombustibly muterial an the surfzce

of o w.ter wus oousumad by the fire, it is considered that
the Swo bert comndes vhich could have 1sd to some identifica-
tion of the czoat whiel ocused the fire wore destroyed by it.
1t {5 Ourthor aonxidered that the camually wue of the "froak”
woioly, ¢ cavdnation of circuentonpes 8o umusud a8 to render
& vooecurrenes exiromsly unlikely .

2. e Duxrd nede the following Rocommondation:

1. Inupwuch ae no liconsed o eartificated parscausl
wore lavalved ln the casualty, no wotion mder RS, m.so:u
conpideped indicated and none is foouerended, Further, the
B0 s trdnspacted and no Ceagt Guard approved zaterial
ws involvet, It is therefore recomzxanded thet the case be
closzd viih no {urther action,"

* & 9 ¢ ¢ ¥ ¥ S e 9 o P

&, It 18 Focommrendod that the Findings af Faot, Conclusions, and
foousmondation of the Murine Josrd of Investigatien be approved,

& /a/E0N. A, RICEHMOND

'{ITFJ'I" a.'.. mm

Acting
P THMORS N ST O MVI mesorantum of 30 Jumuary 1953 3!& 1953
Fwazs  Chief, Orfice of Merchant Marine Sufety '
Toy Cosmandant

Forerded, recomweading approvel .

/o/H. C. SHEPHEARD
R. 0. SHEPHEARD

LY BTy AFE>Lu8

/o/ YERLIR O'ERILL

s o e

ERLINOVLXL
Vioe Admiral, U S, «-M'hm 7




